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Chapter 1

.-/

ha S

2 Ol AT BAkodr Migration Orphans

1.1 A\loneddue to migration

In recent years, Rumania has

been affected by
numerous economic and 8-
cial changesDespite
recording sustained growth,
the Country

continues to be plagued by
numerous economic and -
cial fractures that, in
addition to hampering its
development, also favour
the perpetuation of serious
inequalities. Thus, in recent
years, an evermcreasing
number of people from the

modest to poor segments of
the population has chosery
and continues to choose to
emigrate abroad in an &
tempt to ensure a better life
for their families.

It would appear that

almost 4 million
Rumaniansz a full one-fifth
of the total population have
emigrated to Europe, above
all to Italy and Spain.The
parents leave and they, the
children, are left

behind: the departing

LEFTHOMEg Dossi er

parents often leave their
children at home in the care
of grandparents or even
neighbours. While

expecting to return home as
soon as pasible, these pa
ents send back money and
parcels thereby hoping to
bridge the enforced gap and
make their children happy.
The reality is

indeed far more complex

Emigration for reasons of
work continues for days,

on Rumani a:



Accordingto UN-
ICEFAAS est
mates,Rumania
has some 350,000
Labour Migration
Orphans

months and years, leging
the littlest ones alone for far
too long. Within the )
Country they speaki Ani- O
gration orphansa an entire
generation left in the care of
others, sometimes with se-
rious consequences This
phenomenonof

Qemporary abandonmen®
hasincreasedmassively in

the past 3 years coinciding
xEOE 201 ATEAOO
the European Uhion.

Similarly to other

Countries experiencing ma-
sive emigrationz such as the
Philippines, Mexico and Sri
Lanka- in the new Rumania,
now a member of the EU

this phenomenon has bk
looned out of

control and there appears to
be no way to stop itlt has
almost become a plague, one
with profound implications

both in terms of individual
psychological equilibrium

and in terms of social struc-
ture. Indeed, it is sufficient

Drafted by the

0 Fondazione

to consider the effects on
socigy of the generous e-
mittances in highly valued
currency that the Rumar-
ans working abroad bring to
the

Country: large numbers of
banks and currency &-
change agencies line the
roads of the towns
However, the short term
economic benefits brought
by the flow of migrants can-
not in any way justify the
long term effects
According to a famous R-
manian ecoromist, it is truly
a@ational tragedyd

According toUNICEF
Alternative Sociale AAS)
gelimatesRuntaiiadnhs
some 350,000 sccalled
Labour Migration Orphans, a
figure that is well abovethe
official number

admitted by the Rumanian
National Authority for Child
Protection, which stands at
82,464.The

number of left behind
minors amounts to7% of
the total Rumanian
population between the ages
of 0 and 18 years. 157,000
children have only fathers
working abroad, while
67,000 have only mothers

& ApAll20618r o
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working abroad. More than
one third,

however, or somel26,000
children, have been
deprived of both parents
Some400,000 children have
experienced that particular
form of solitude for at least
part of their lives.

In other words, out of a
total of 5 million Rumanian
children, some750,000 of
them have been affected to a
greater or lesser extent by
the departure of their
parents.

52% of these socalled
Labour Migration Orphans,
in other words 180,000
children, live in rural areas
where it is more common
for mothers to go away,
unlike in the larger cities
where it is more common
for fathers to leave

Half of theleft behind
children are younger than 10
years d age Of these, more
than half are between2 and
6 years of age andl% of
them are less than one year
old.

16% of these children have
spent more than one year of
their young lives far away
from their parents. Indeed,
3% of them have beereft
for more than four years
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1.2 At the root of the phenomenon

It appears that the
number of
Rumanian
migrants has
reached almost
four million

Rumania is the seventh most
populous of the 27 EU mm-

around 150 Euro and the
average salary is aroun®50
Z 350 Euro. The extremely
low purchasing power of
their money further aggra-
vates this situation.

Prior to 1989, movement
was extremely limited in
Rumania andindeed,
during the communist ea,
Rumanian citizens did not

ber Countries4 EA  #1 &1 J@8 anpright to own any

economy is in a post
transitional phase, with an
unemployment rate of5%
and an economically active
population of 9,900,000
people. The ratio of
migrants to total

population is extremely high
at around 10%
(CARITAS)The reasons
given by those that
emigrate are poverty and
the hope of finding better
working conditions in other
countries: currently, mini-
mum wages inRumania are

document that would

permit them to go beyond
After the fall of the
communist regime, the new
Constitution

introduced the right to free-
dom of movement The pe-
riod between 1997 and
2000 saw the start of a nir
gratory flow, both internal,
namely from urban areas to
rural areas where the cost of
living was lower, and exte-
nal, in search of better job
opportunities in other coun-

tries.

The Rumanian migratory
flows have changed ove
time.) 1
Israel and Turkey were the
main destinations for
Rumanians in search of
work, but these were later
overtaken by ltaly,
Germary and Hungary.
From 1996 to 2002, Italy
and Spain were the main
draw cards for Rumanians
seeking work abroad.

Alh @dedtdréxnlise the full

extent of this phenomenon,
it is sufficient to consider
the fact that 15% of all Ru-
manian families haveat least
one member abroad while
the 2005 estimates show
that there are 1,244,052 liv-
ing and

working abroad, equivalent
to 0.9 million families, it ap-
pears that the number of
emigrants has reached
almost 4 milion, an
estimate that is made
extremely difficult to
quantify by the fact that this
phenomenon is

constantly increasing.

Of these Mnly a small
minority are actually
better-off while the others
work abroad without any
employment contract and
working at piecemeal jobs

4EAU AT160 OAOOOI

simply kecause the situation
is ever worse her@(social
worker).

on Rumani a:

OEA AAOI U Owm(

E

LEFTHOMEg Dossi er



Drafted

The links between Italy and
Rumania are vey strong: as
the latest entrants into the
EuropeanUnion, the Runa-
nians arethe biggest foreign
ethnic group in our Country
with a population of

796,477 individu als (Source
ISTAT 2009).Since January
2007, many

Rumanian workers havere-
signed from their jobs back
home in ader to

emigrate to Italy, where they
can earn nore.

Q\s a builder, | earn 150 Euro
in Rumania while in Italy |
AAT AAOT vt O
says one of the many

family men that have

chosen tomake full use of
the opportunities for free
movement between EU
countries in order to

by the
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pro-
vide a
bet-
ter

fu-
ture
for

his
four
chil-
dren.
Not-
wit h-

standing the job @portuni-
ties, whose

excellence and security are
in no way guaranteed, the
migrant often faces seious
disadvantages in the
chosen couwntry, like Italy.
Notwit hstanding the fact
that they contribute 1,2%

The composition of these
migrants has changed over
time. Initially th e migratory
flow consisted mainly of
married men with high
school education or
professional qualifications
and originating from urban
areas Sibsequently the
wave of migration became
more diverseand now the
migratory flows consist
mainly of women, namely
wives and mothers,
originating mainly from the
rural areas. Women now
represent some69,79% of
all migrants. The reason for
the increase in the number
of woman migrants from
Rumania is linked
specifically to the increased
demand for personal cae-
givers and nurses for the
elderly. GBiven the economic
crisis inltaly and Span, it is
no longer the fathers that
leave to go and work on the
construction sitesNow it is
the mothers that leave

Ol xAOAO OEEO #I KetaGsetié&démandid h

the largest foreign comnu-
nity in Italy does not enjoy
equal opportunity and often
has to bear the brunt of
intim idation and
discrimination. 11%of all
Rumaniars between the
dy€3 ofA8@nd 6y daks 6
would like to leave their
country to go and seek work
abroad: more than one ml-
lion of these people
(1,400,000) would like to
emigrate temporarily.
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caregivers and babysitters
has not declied at allb(so-
cial worker).

Notwithstanding the strong
opposition to this phenome-
non in other parts of the
world, the Rumanian miga-
tion flow does not seem to
be destined to slow down.
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1.3 The effects of migration on families

There have been
cases where the
parents are not

heard from for
months at a time

The effects that the
emigration or immigration
processes can have on the
features and the dynamics of
family structure are
numerous and drectly
inter-related: it is within the
family unit that the dedsion
to leave the Country is co-
sidered and developed, 8-

ing different and often can-
flicting methods.

However, individual
dedsions to migrate are not
always the result of a
mutual decisiontaken

within the family unit..
Situations differ greatly. The
departure may be the result
of a mutual decision or a é-
cision taken by an individual
who puts the interests of the
group above his own inte-
ests.Sometimes it is family
pressure that causes then-
dividual to make an
independent decision
perhaps even going against
the wishes of the unitIn
such cases the departure

LEFTHOMEg Dossi er

may even become source of
more or less ntense
disagreement and conflict
Whatever the reasons
behind it, migration is
nevertheless an unplanned
critical event, onethat

would not normally occur
within the confines of

family life and one that de-
mands additional resources
of strength from all the pa-
ties involved, both from the
party that has left and the
party that has remained le-
hind, in order toface he re-
sulting changeslt involves
the break-up and regrouping
of the family unit, which
causes signifcant structural
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changes in the way in which
the family unit

operates, particularly in
cases where the person
departing is the head of the
family. First of all the

ET AEOEAOAI 650 A AIFOISINA The person

means that the family unit
shrinks numerically and
consequentlythat the

phenomenon of Labour Nt
gration Orphanswhen the

migration occurs for reasons

of employment The most
telling indicator is the ded-
sion regarding who the child

2 RG-SR

to whom these children are
entrusted while the parents
are abroad only appears to

rel AET ET ¢ AEAIT E1 UbeiaAgnificdnOfaztor for

duties have to be
reassigned &cording to the
roles and responsibilities
carried out within the
family prior to the
departure (man or woman,
head of the family young
single, firstborn).

Above all, it is a very
specific cultural approach to
migration that causes this

Drafted by the
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one-fifth of the migrant par-
ents: they seem to be picked
randomly from amongst the
members of the etended
family.

In 2007, the SOROS
Foundation conducted a
study to determine the

children left behind For this
study, the organisation
interviewed a total of 2,037
students at200 different
high schools From these n-
terviews it emerged that in

father left, 21% of the
children had not seen their
fathers for between 2 and 4
consecutive yearswhile
28% of them had not seen
their fathers for an even
longer period. In 94% of
those cases, these
youngsters were leftin the
care of their respective
mothers. 15%of them have
been living without a
mother for more than 4

AEEAAOCO OEAO OEyeardHwhieAdvdOEem

emigration had on the

& ApAll2016r o
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had been living without
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their mothers for between 2
and 4 years. In the case

According to the study co-
ducted by the

xEAOA OEA AEEI AG'OI OAQEARAQE &D 31

far away, the support of
members of the extended
family becomes essential
only 58% of these children
live with their f athers who
had stayed behind in
Rumania This society,
which is still rather
@raditionaldin terms of fam-
ily structure and the roles of
the various family members

association, the efécts of
migration can be seen not
iT1T U ET OEA £EAI
increased standard of
living and improved
financial situation, but also
in the changes that have ©
curred in the family struc-
ture in terms of role distri-
bution. Mne parent taking
the place of tw@ and also,

OAOAET O A Oit I Ax®dddts dArbghicd ©

AAl 6 OEAx
one who stays at home and
looks ater the family while
the man goes ouaand
@rovides sustenancé How-
ever, acording to astudy
conducted byUNICEFAAS
the newer generations have
adopted a more modern
view. Only 14% of them
subscribe to this very strict
division of roles while 86%
of them believe that the
responsibilities should be
shared equally between
both parents. Gererally the
Rumanians believe that it is
the emnomic situation that
has forced people to
migrate and that childcare is
not really a problem thanks
to the extended family.

I £ A workiow $tratdgi@s tabdndie

any changes thaimay occur
within the familyg G\
separation lasting 2 to 3
years leads to a split in the
family that often results in
marital separaion, rew
relationships and divorcé
Notwithstanding the
tendency for the person -
parting to underestimate the
negative effects of the d-
parture, in 9% of cases there
Is an awareness of the fact
that the relationship be-
tween the married

couple is deteriorating.
UNCEF ! 380
research revealed that in
18% of all cases where the
mother emigrates, the
deterioration in the

LEFTHOMEg Dossi er

relationship between the
parents is serious enough to
radalAin divarce in 43% of
all cases A stay abroad in-
evitably exposes the em
dtdntliadcansiderations that
may result in a veritable cu-
tural change O'he parent
returns not only with money
in his/her pocket, but also
with a new outlook on life, a
different outlook changed by
their meeting with another
culture, as well as different
ideas regarding their
relationship with their
children, regarding edua-
tion and a desire for a better
quality of lifed(sociologist).
Not all the consequences of
this change are necessarily
negative: Visiting his/her
parent abroad also allows
the child to come face to face
with what is undoubtedly an
enriching diversityd
(attorney).

Could one of the effects also
be that change occurs in the
Rumanian model of a fen-
ily?This new model of the

T AOET Ttrars-Aafional family could

even be copied and adopted

Au OEA [T ECOAT 080
descendants antuture
generation®(sociologist).
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1.4 The Regulatory Framework relating to child protection

Both the parents and the

local authorities must take
their share ofthe
responsibility for the

process that leads to the
identificationT £ OEA Ol

minor.

Having acknowledged that
there was a real emergency,
the Gorernment
promulgated Ordnance No.
219, dated15 June 2006,in
an atempt to prevent
children being separated
from their families by
promoting the work being
done by@entralised
services in circulating
accurate information
regarding emigration,
consultation with parents,
providing problem-solving
support and family
mediation services
Following these

regulations, the Social
Welfare Services should e-
sure the identification of
children whose parents are
abroad and the detailed
analysis of the condkions in
which these children are Iv-
ing. Unfortunately, the Social
Welfare Services in the rural
areas, which are alreadyn-
effective due to the shortage
of qualified staff, are unable
to quickly identify needs and
to intervene appropriately

in such complex maters.

New laws promulgated ad
hoc oblige parents wishing
to emigrate to advise the

Drafted by the
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applicable authorities of
their intention and also to
indicate which adult will be
entrusted to look after the
child while the parent/s are
away temporarily for rea-
sons of employment (Law
272/2004) . In reality, very
few families actually a-
proach the authorities to
request that measures be
taken to ensure that the
child is protected while they
are avay.

In Romania, one thing that
has still survived from the

& ApAll2B1®6r o del | a

Vita

communist era is the state
subsidy for each child, a
subsidy of 65 Euro per

month up to age two and 10
Euro a month until age 18,
but only if the parents are
living in the country. There-

fore, mary people state that
mom and dad are working
either in a nearby villageor

in Bucharest Only 7% of
those who go abroad ever
notify the applicable au-

thorities as required by law.

Only very rarely are

ONL U
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parents even aware of what
the law states with regard b
the protection of their child.
Without a legal guardian the
minor child could run into
difficulties if he/she should
require any medical atten-
tion or has to make impa-
tant decisions regarding
education. For example, the
parents are unaware of the
fact that anyone working
with a valid work permit in
any member Country is enit
tled to receive a subsidy for
any dependent children,
irrespective of whether or
not the child is with the pa-
ents. From a legislative point
of view, any minor child left
with an adult who is unable
to properly care for him/her

is deemed to be aneglected
child. Almost 10% of minors

who have at least one parent
working abroad is in the

custody of the State al-

though these estimates are
extremely difficult to con-

firm. In the town of Cly

alone, gxteen  children

whose paents have gone
abroad have been taken into
child protection centres.

A representative of the Cluyj
child protection department

explains that the actual re-

son why these children are
being housed in these ae-

tres is that they have been
abandoned (There have

been cases where parents

have not been heard from for
months at a time& This and

LEFTHOMEg Dossi er

other examples are proof
that a disturbing social trend
is emerging

Although acknowledging the
progress that has been made
in terms of the regulations,
the UN Committee forChil-

AOAG 6DECEOO EAO

that improving the measures
in place to identify Labour
Migration Orphans is a

priority for the Country.
K} 8 Hptwithstanding the
programmes implemented
and the draft legislation
aimed at reducing the ne@-
tive effects of the migratory
flows on minor children, the
number of disadvantaged
children at risk continues to
remain high» (Recommen-
dations for Rumania, 2009).

on Rumani a:



Chapter 2
The effects of remoteness on the chu

2.1 Rights violations

Notwithstanding the fact members of society must be were to separate or get

that the State has no right to the primary focus of any divorced. Notwithstanding
interfere by impeding or intervention by the Social the fact that the decision to
hindering the future plans of Welfare Services, partia- leave the Country is driven
families, which must be free larly those involved in child by a desire to improve the
to choose to leave the Cou protection. AA T ET ndardof lQidyA
try with or without their These children could well 31% of migrants admits that
children, the prevention of face the same level of nothing has redly

any negative effects of m emotional trauma as that improved. 66% of migrants
gration on the youngest caused if his/her parents claim to have benefitted

Drafted by the 6 Fondazione b&ApAl20616ro dell a Vita ONLU
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from an improvement in
their lifestyl e and that the
positive effects have also
trickled down to their
children: their standard of
living has risenand the
number of goods available
goods, such a cldting, toys
and mobile phones has
increased notwithstanding
the initial decline immedi-

dents and illnesses has
dropped, pehaps due to the
hyper-protectiveness of the
new caregiverswho want to
show that the child @ in
good hand$

More controversial,
however, is the assessment
of school performance gen-
erally speaking it appears
that the absence of the

AOAT U AZEOA G OEAADRIOAS OGDA GAT

parture, mainly because
they were still paying back
their travel costs (flights,
accommodation and
insurance).

Almost paradoxically,
within this emergency

scenario, there has been at

least one positive outcome
it appears that the right to

healthcare has become even

more protected in the case
of the children of those p®-
ple that leave the Country
The UNICEFAASstudy has
revealed a dcrease in the
number of domestic ace

tive impact, except in cases
where the departing paents
have a real interest in their

doaumentation, so how do
they then manage to enrol at
other schools abroad 6
(teacher).

The greatestnegative effect
appears to be the quality of
recreational time, which
seems to occur wihout any
form of adult supervision:
children of migrants

O Oappieir © sek thémal/es as

Z N £ oA oz = o~

than local children of their
age The level of risk is d-

AEEIT A3 O AAOAA O EredtlylpropofiGhal folhé O

and arrange for pesonal
tutoring or some other sort
of additional educational
help. 2% of the minor chil-
dren with at least one parent
abroad have left schoallt
would appear that manymi-
grantss AEEI] AOAI
their education in the Coun-
try in which the parents are
living at the time. 0The
children leave withoutasking
the schools to provide any

LEFTHOMEg Dossi er

amount of control that the

adult to whom the child has

been entrusted is able to g-
ercise. The worst cases are

those of children left with

T AECEAT 600 ©OEAO
cise any control over them

A InLDE 250 & the 338 nir

nors in trouble with the law
had at least one parent k-
ing abroad
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2.2 The psychological effects on the child

The departure of one or

both parents brings about a
radical change in the life of a
family, a change that is more
or less expected and contrb
lable by the family members
themselves

Emigration may be an
expected occurrence for
which every member of a
family is prepared,

however, for some people it
could be sonething that is
completely unexpected

The work being done byAl-
ternative Socialereveals
that preparing minor
children, keeping them
informed and involving
them when making

by the
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deisions that could afect
their living conditions are
essential factors in ensuring
that they have at least some
control over the situations
that surround them.

Indeed, in some cases the
child is kept totally in the
dark regarding the
decisions made by the
parents, which then come as
a totally unexpected su-
prise. The number of chi-
dren that are involved in
making the decision to eni
grate is extremely low only
16% of children under the
age of 6 years are ever ¢o
sulted by their parents prior
to their departure. This per-
centage rises to 19% in the

& ApAll20618r o
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case of children aged &-
tween 10 and 14 years of
age and to34% in the case
of youngsters aged froml5
to 17 years. Some children
only find out that their par-
ents are leaving just before
their actual

departure or, worse still,
only after they have
already left: their departure
thus becomes a traumatic
event. O % walked out
without telling me anything,
but why?1 know that she will
be back soon but | would
have liked to at least say
goodbye to hehA 6 8

Sometimes the child is
merely informed of the

Vita ONLU
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decision taken by the

O A A QwitBoGtdaving any
chance to discuss what was
going on At best, the chi-
dren are called upon to &-
press an opinion and
explain their feelings
regarding a change that will
affect them personally The
parents prepare the child to
confront a new situation,
they assure the child of their
love and they discuss poss
ble ways to overcome any
problems that the child may
encounter.

In some cases the child is
asked to activelyparticipate
in preparing for the depar-
ture: @ padk a bag with my
favourite toys so that she will
remember mé& @ helped Dad
choose a photo frame to hold
our favourite photo of us all

together, which he can put up
in his new house 8

There are cases where the
children are fairly okay with
the departure of their par-
ents, at least initially, ke-
cause they undestand that
there are certain

financial benefits involved
However, they overlook any
difficulties that may occur.
Indeed, children are unable
to fully comprehend the
consequences of
something that they have
never experienced lefore.

A parent that is unable to
support the child on a daily
basis creates the kind of sf
fering that gets worse the
longer the parent is away
The child then has to go to
great lengths to deal with
the charges in his daily life

LEFTHOMEg Dossi er

and adapt to his/her new
situation, including the ab-
sence of his/her parents and
the feding of missing them
for the very first time ever.
From a psychological point
of view, children with one or
both parents living

abroad may reactin a num-
ber of ways, such as deve
oping behaviours born of
the trauma they have &-
perienced or functionally
adopt mechanisms to adapt
to a situation that they find
stressful. Such reactions @-
pend on the manner in
which the family functioned
prior to the separation, the
relationship between family
members, the character of
the child him/herself and
external factors such as the
supportiveness of the
remaining family members
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2.3 The reactions of the minor left behind

Every child has his/her own
unique way of dealing with
any difficult situations that
he/she may encounter This
AAPAT AO 11 BEA
ity to comprehend the situa-
tion, his/her personality,
his/her ability to tolerate
frustration , his/her i nternal
adaptation mechanisms,
his/her relationship with
his/her parents and his/her
previous experience of sint
lar events.

The emotional abandm-
ment felt by children left be-
hind results from the lack of
the kind of &fection that can
only come from physical
closeness, namelyphysical
contact, @resses kisses and
clear demonstrations of &
fection. If the child manages
to bond with the people to
whom he/she has been B-
trusted, this bond can sone-
how overcome and make up
for the child missing his/her
parents. A single remaining
parent cannot alwayscom-
pensate for the empty space
left behind by the partner
that has gone away. Often
this empty space can often
be better filled by grandpa-
ents or uncles and aunts
who take the place of the
absent parents:My life is
sad because | miss my
mother." O O lupky te-
cause | have my grandpa
ents who love me and who
are like parents to mé.

The child may in any event
face some serious forms of
neglect: feeding neglect (due
to being deprived of food,
fAcdo litthe 5fed théwhdg
type of food or fed irrequ-
larly) , personal care(ill -
fitting or unseasonal cloh-
ing), personal hygiene,

Drafted by the o6 Fondazione del | a
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healthcare and medical care
(lack of basic

healthcare, vaccinations,
regular medical checkups).
This neglect may also be due
to the place where the child
is living (lack of appropriate
space presence of toxic sb-
stances in the room that

Vita ONLU
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could be hazardous for the

child) and a lack of leaning

aids.

This kind of depravation is

manifested by the child in

the following ways:

A DeterioraOET 1 EI
scholastic performance
(drop in performance

absentesism, increase risk

of leaving schoo)argu-
ments with teachers and
schoolfriends).

A Unhappiness arxiety, ten-

dency to feel depressed
A Displays of indifference
and closure, which can

sometimes turn into  out-

right aggression

A Attention deficit disorders,
lack of concentration and
inability to complete tasks

A Lack of longterm per-
spective and inability to
look to the future.

A Unrealistic expectations
resulting from unreason-

AAOT AAh OT )
studyd This negative per-
ception of the importance
of education derives from
the fact that apparently
one can get a good, well

O E Apaid jglEabrdad Without

necessarily having an
adequate or even prticu-
larly high level of edu@-

tion.

Problems in building up
self-esteem children tend
to get their selfesteem
from members of their
peer group who have less
money. Ths self esteem is
then reinforced when the
A E E pakedtare there to
support them at important
times in their lives (school
events, parents gatheings,
anniversaries, holidays,
etc.).

A Too little or too much tol-
erance for frustration.

Lack of motivation, apa-
thy, indifference towards

AAl Dificity in dedlidg wan

change, which can lead to
acute levels of stress
Increasing display of un-
acceptable behaviourqag-
gression, substance abuse
micro-criminality , bully-
ing).

A Suicide as a way of ptting

an end to the extreme suf-
fering being experienced
by the child. Reasms for
suicides amongst cHdren
below 10 years of agen-
clude extreme fears le-
garding their schooling and
the inability to adapt to a
new way of life. A difficult
separation from their
mothers can also lead to
feelings of insecurity and
anxiety, while feeling like
an unwanted and aba-
doned child can resultin a
level of suffering that is
sufficient to provoke an &-
treme reaction, such as
committing suicide.

able assumptions&hen |

grow up | will go and work what is hgppening.
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2.4 The risks to which the children are exposed

TheseQeft-AAEET A6 AEE
are exposed to an entire range

of risks linked to their

condition.

A Overloading with  do-
rpestic chores The child A
OAEAO 1 6AO OEA

responsibilities, not
only as regards looking
after the home (cooking,
cleaning, laundry, pg-
ing of monthly bills,
etc), but alsoas regards
taking care of younger
siblings and, in rural a-
eas, even the liestock.
Physical and psy-
chological vulner-
ability : children are
more  exposed to the
risks of trafficking, child
labour, sexual exploit-
tion and child abuse
Human traffickers
tend to choose their vc-
tims from amongst
those that are more re-
glected and lessare-
fully watched.

Difficulty in learning ac-
ceptable ethical and
moral behaviours.

pendent decisbn-
making andself conf-
dence poor control
over own emotions, in-
adequate relationship
and communication
skills.

Precocious sexual aci-
ity : typically, adoles-
cents tend to seek the

propriate for their age,
beginning with sexual
experimentation at a
relatively early age The
lack of guidance and
corrective sex edu-
cation exposes them to
the risk of contracting
sexually transmitted
diseases or falling vt-

Underdevelopedlife love they lack in reb- tim to unwanted
skillssuch as inde- tionships that are ingp- pregnandes.
Drafted by the o0 Fondazi one &ApAll2B16r o dell a Vita ONLU
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Abandonment, albeit terop
rary, poses numerous risks for
the psychological wellbeing of
a child, who is unable to grasp
the concept of time, even when
he/sheis surrounded by @ple
that attempt to reassure
him/her.

How long will Mom be awe¥/
How long will | be living with
my grandparent®3These are
oftenrasked questions that no
one is able to answer precisely

This seemingly endless wait for
the return of a loved one often
turnsinto a kind of melancholy,
afimeandering depressiothat

is not easy to recognise because
it is often concealed behind the
apparent normality of ewyday
activities However, in the case
of the leftbehind children

albeit recognisable as necessity
andan attempt to improve the
sociceconomicsituationof a
family that is no longer able to
meet even the most basic needs
of its member§ it is not -

usual to detect signs of what is
call ed
jargon Anhedonia is aeduced
ability to feel joy and/or ples
ure and is essentially anbectly
stable type of mood, without
any of the normal peaks and
valleys so the adult caregiver
does not always realise that

something is going on within
the child that requires particular
attention

Children that reach this stage
experience feelings ok&eme
boredom and apathy and, in
more serious cases, feelings of
powerlesness and desperation
One day simply flows into the
next, all alike and without
purpose and the child is unable
to enjoy him/herslf or to feel
any enthusiasm for anything
All he/she feels is a profound
fedi ng of fibeing
which never goes away, and of
waiting, endlessly waiting for
the day of thegr ent 6 s
dawn, the day when he/she WI||
once again be able to htie
parent that has gone away,
sometimes without even saying
goodbye

This type of anxiety can even
be replaced by other behaviours
that are even more difficult to
recognise as being symptomatic
by theadults taking care of the
child in the absence of oe

i An h dcdlo n ibatldparents, narebgditaion

and hyperactivityshowing total
disdain for any dangers and
total rejection of all rulesThe
chil dos
and other children becomes

his/he contemporaries because
of his/her aggressivend cm-
frontational behaviour, he/she is
unable to handle fefrationand
reacts by frequently losing
his/her temper over the smallest
disappointment

Sometimes such children have
trouble sleeping. At nightey
become agitated, wake up
frequently and have recurring
nightmares all of which results
in daytime drowsiness

rf rm eoe snot
matqlf mtellectual %otentlal
even if the child is very bright,
fFlue/ e £XPp |(—H1c<exarta|n dif-

Icu tlesat schDoI due tohy-
peractivity, a total lack of inte
est in the material that the
teacher is dealing with, and
poor concentration because the
c hi |l do doo pnécougiedi s
withhi s/ her @A mi
and the endless, sedéstroying
wait for their returnSonetimes
this feeling of abandament
turns into a fullyfledged reje-
tion of schoalthe child is
afraid of beingi afda ne d 0
once again and of not finding
his grandparents or the other
parent waiting for him/her

Even very bréf separations

conflictuatt h e -bfiel heif nt d 6 become totally unbearahle

child is unable to mix with

S Si

C E @Andonl OETOED |

ngo

rel at i o nwhdnihgiske gets badk haanel u |l t s

Dr. Antonella Selvaggiois a Clinical Psychology graduate specialising in Ericksonian hypnosis and a method for the treatment of
traumatic stress disorders known as E.M.D.R. Antonella Selvaggio worked as a researcher for the Dep&syeophysiology at the
ilLa Sapienzaodo University in Rome.

She currently works as a psychologist, psychotherapist and educational psychology lecturer for the Patrizio Paoletin Fonndabse
behalf she also oversees the hospitality servicesprewl by t he ALOAlI bero della Vitao or
Psychotherapist and Education and Scientific Director of the Relationship Counselling School.

She deals with the devel opment of edaogiati peraliprdgraombs]l
Junior Training family and the Explorer programmes for which she acts as psychological overseer and scientific manager.
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Chapter 3
Labour Migration Orphansin

Moldovan Rumania

3.1 Regional data
From 1996 through to 2001,
the numbers of people
emigrating abroad
temporarily were relatively 0o
evenly spread amongst the ‘2“ .
largest Rumanian Crisana-Maramures 50.000 Modova
provinces, namely @
Moldavia, Munteniaand fransivans
Transylvania. 15.000
With the liberalisation of °
access to the Schengen Zone - - 000
Moldovabecame by far the o 0... o
largest exporter of labourers © b bobrages
abroad. As a otens By
result, we see100,000
Labour Migration Orphans Regional distribution of Labou r Migration Orphans in R umania
in the oldest part of inhabitants, this is the se- begging on street corners
Rumania bordering on the ond most populous town in Sitting on the benches in
Moldavian Republic, which the Country after Bucharest. AOT 1 O Biseicaetd O
constitutes the eastern Of all the major cities in Ri- polieg, they limit the mselves
border of Europe mania, lasi was the leastfa to opening their handbags
_ fected bythe civilian revolu- and smiling while some
Regional extent of the tion of 1989 and still re- passersby , proceed to fill
phenom enon i AET O T1TA 1 £ OEtheir ghbppihgbays\Gitd
_ most culturally important bread and milk.

(Sogrce:UNICEFAIternatlve cities. In addition to the old A different kind of poverty
Socialg town centre, lasi has a nm- can be seen when one

. _ _ ber of main roads leading travels through the rural
lasiis the capital city of the out to the stburbs where villages on theoutskirts of
district bearing the same the austere lines of the old lasi, where one mainly sees
name, as we_II as the communist-era buildings elderly people and chidren.
r(—_,\glor_]al caplt_al an_d the still dominate the landscape During the summer one
historical capital city of part You often find adults digging ~ sees many huge motacars
of that ancient region that is through the huge ribbish bearing foreign number
no longer part ofthe Ruma- bins, or old women timidly plates: CThese are the people

nian State With its 315,214
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that emigrated abroad and due to the construction of centage of people that that
now return for the holidays AEC T Ax EI OBAO wolld likeEdlea@)th® A

to flaunt their supposednew- EAT :1T1TAd6h 1 AT UCoundy texge Bl workA O A
found wealthg say the started and never quite abroad, namely some 17%
countrymen who stayed he- completed, in the rural compared to 12% of city
hind in Rumania While the areas of Moldovan Rumaia dwellers.

village continues to expand there is a still certain pe-

LEFTHOMEqo Dossi er on Rumani a:



3.2 The departing family

In addition to the national
survey conductedjointly by
UNICEFAAS, the
Q\lternative Socialeéd
Associationalso conducted
another survey in the lasi
area to determine the
condition of minor children
separated from one or both
parents as a result of their
migration abroad for
reasons of employmentThis
study reveals a profile of
that family that leaves its
young children behind in
Rumania.

In most cases, it is the
mother that decides to go
and work abroad,
irrespective of whether the
family lives in an urban or
rural area. In both urban
and rural environments, the
number of fathers that eni-
grate stands at around
29,1%. On average, parents
that emigrate are aged
between 25 and 45 years
and are usually married
with two or three children.
The process of deding to
go and work abroad is
influenced by age and even
more so by the sex of the
child: this decision is far

more common in the case of

families where the daughter
is already

attending high school
(68,2%). Financial motives
are thelargest singlefactor
that drives parents to
emigrate: the child

Drafted by the

0 Fondazione

understandsthe financial
difficulties facing the

family in which he/she lives
and therefore also
understands the reason why
his/her parents need to go
away.

Unemployment and the lack
of money are the

driving forces behind the
departure. The main
positive effect d migration

Conflittualitd genitor - figli
Nucleo rmonogenitoriale
Confliti familiari
Maoncanza di abitazione
Povertd

Mancanza di lavoro

(hose that leave are not
necessarily living in misery or

total poverty: we can say that

it is a case of relative poverty,

a desire to improve the

famEl UG O OOAT AAOA
and ensure a beeer futured
(sodologist).

It is not only financial
considerations that drive
people to emgrate, but also

B Presents

Assente

Family p rofile of the left behind children

is therefore deemed to be
the regular income that the
family receives(49,10%).
Unemployment is the main
reason for emigration
amongst members of
families with 2 or 3
children and the
percentage

increases in poportion to
the number of chidren
involved.

& ApAll2016r o

del | a

certain social factors such as
the desire to imitate and n-
deed achieve the same su
cess as other countymen
that have gone abroad
@Going to work abroad p-
pears to be a succsfsil
strategy and so the urge to
imitate others that went ke-
fore becomes increasingly
prevalentd(social worker).
Even conflict within the fam-
ily can act as a driving force

Vita ONLU
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MWhen parents decide to
separde after one of them
goes abroadthe underlying
reason still gpears to be
financial. In reality, this is
not always the main reason
but it often conceals certain

unresolved family problems
and often the easiest way to
solve these problems is by
marital separationd(social
worker).

('he decision to divorce is
made bng before the

appearance of communa:
tion difficulties between the
spouseg(psychologist). In
this way, financial and
family factors intertwine
and influence each other e-
ciprocally.

Table on Page 23 - Family Profile of the left behind children

(in order of appearance)
Parent-child conflicts
Single-parent family units
Family conflicts
Homelessness

Poverty

Unemployment

= present
_| absent

LEFTHOMEg Dossi er
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3.3 The ewdcaregivers

In most cases the child is left
in the care of grandparents,
relatives, neighbours or

even older brothers or sg-
ters who are themselves still
minors. According to the

M
Sy =

parent to stay away forl to
3 years, a period that is
likely to be longer in the
case wherechildren have
been left in the care of
members of the extended

OOOAU AT 1T AterA O A Afandilyl Th®other general

native Socialeg in the rural
areas, the depating parents
tend to leave the child with
members of the etended
family: grandparents
(26,1%) or other relatives
(48,9%). Inthe cities,16,4%
of the left-behind children
are left in the care of older
brothers or sisters while
5,3% of them appear to left
with no adult in particular .
The general trend is for the

Drafted by the
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trend is for the departing
parents not to appoint
anyone aslegal guadian,
which is an @otion in terms
of Rumanian Law only 3,7%
of parents living in rural ar-
eas andl10,0% of parents
living in the citiesdecided to
make use of this option
('he parents resort to legal
guardianship in order to

& ApAll20618r o

dell a Vita

manage the money that they
send home from abroad or
any state subsidies that they
receive for the child(social
worker).

(Parentsare not well
informed as regards the legal
aspectsthey depart, simply
leaving the child behind. The
child then becomes a plB
lem for either the extended
family or the neighbours to
deal witho(attorney).

The members of the

i ECOAT 006
remain behind in the
Country have to face
changes in their family
structure that are often hard
to deal with: a long period of
separation

between the husband and
the wife can lead to changes
in the traditional roles and
relationships, particularly in
the rural communities, and
can lead tothe breakdown

of the family. Not only do the
relations between the
spouses deteriorate, but the
relationship between the
child and the parent with
whom he/she is living also
changes significantly,
resulting in said parert hav-
ing to deal not only with the
separation from the partner
who is living far away, but
also has to fulfil the role of
both father and mother.
Those who take care of the
Ol -AKGET Abd
get any sypport from the

ONL U

AAT ET EAO
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State,notwithstanding the
fact that they are obliged to
bear the major additional
educational and financial
burden. The grandparents
I EFOAT
money and having grard-
children in their care
certainly puts further
unneeded strain on their
already limited budget
The grandparents are
unable to vicariously fulfil
OEA OilA
parents and the generation
gap between them and the
child creates more than a
few relationship and
communication problems.
Feeling the distance that
separates them from their
own children, in many cases
they are unable to de-
guately cater for the enp-
tional needs of the graml-
children left in their care. @

AT180 EAOA

AT Ol AT 860 A@bIi AEmembershig asAimddel A

precisely how | was feeling
Every night | could hear her
crying because she was rsis
ing Mom so much

i OAE

Thelasi School

Inspectorate advises that
there are 10,000 students
that have one or both
parents working abroad and
advisesteachersto pay close
attention to their

I /£ OE AbelAaibdti infotd€r to be

able to deal with any
critical situations and sone-
times even tragedies. The
most common of these, as
reported by the media in
numerous Countries, is one
that occurred in the village
of Ciortesti, which is very
close to the city oflasi,
where a ten year old child
committed suicide by hang-
ing himself. Everyone re-

student, a very sensitive

child who loved

computers. Neither the

promises of a computer nor

the telephone calls that he

got his father to make for

him were enough to make

up for the lack of a

motherly presence He

would only have had to wat

a few more months for her

return, instead, he told ewe-

ryone that he would find a

way to get her to come back

sooner. The

entire village only

experienced the pain and

felt the weight of this

tragedy when they heard the

AEEI A6O EAORBAOBO OE
guish when he found the
AEEI A6O AT AU
kitchen.

EAT CEI
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3.4 Home alone

In Moldaviathe
phenomenon of parents @-
ing away to find work is
most widespread in
families with 13 to 14 year
old children in rural areas
and 16 to 18 yearold
children in urban areas, and
most commonly those with
daughters in both these W-
ing environments.

After the departure of one or
both parents and finding
themselves without any @a-
rental love or parental can-
trol , these children are sul-
denly faced with a whole
seriesof problems that, for
them, may be more or less
serious in nature at school,

Drafted

by the

0 Fondazione

with their group of friends,
as well as within their can-
munity . The most frequently
acknowledged problems in
terms of schooling are &-
senteeism and lack of dise
pline (more frequent
amongst the boys aB7,5%);
these two

phenomena are more
widespread in the rural
communities, while
declining performance a-
pears to occur more often in
the urban areas Ohe first
visible signs of the
DAOAT 008
crease in the chik 6 O
absenteeism and ewtual
dropping out of schod
(Teacher).

In the towns there are more

& ApAll2016r o

del | a

reported cases of conflict
and a greater tendency for
marginalisation, particularly
amongst the girls(60%).
More so out in the country
than in the cities, thereare
more difficulties such as
school

performance, more family
conflict and more physical
and verbalaggression

within the various peer
groups. According to a study
AT 1T AOAOAAterAdd OEA
tive Socialé

Organisation, in lasil1% of

A Anb A O OtBedungstés imtdrvievized

admitted to having fought
with or beaten up more
friends or schoolmates In-
stead, 65% pecent of them
admitted to missing their

Vita ONLU
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DAOAT Q60 11 OA
In response to the question

O7TEAO EAOA UI O

most since your parent left
to go and work abroad® h
64.1% said that they missed

OEAEO DPAOAT 006

This need seems to
decrease the longer the

Initially the adolescentooks
for ways to &plain the
dbgedr® d Ais/hér pakerst
and can even list the benefits
(clothing, money, etc)ut if
the discussion attinues for a
little 1Gryer he/she will soon
admit how much he/she
actually misses his/her

AEEI A80O0 DAOAT O OparkridsA(schosl A U

from home and appears to
be replaced by the need to
establish good
communications with the
distant parents.

4EA NOAI EOUfU-T £

ture relationships

depends upon how well this
need for love is

satisfied. "What these
children miss the most is the
love of the parent that has
gone away to work abroad

psychologist).

Staying in contact with an
absent parentis extemely
important. The main
comEndunidatio i mellionO
remains the telephone while
the use of the

computer is an exclusively
urban tool, where internet
connections are
widespread and rehtively
cheap For children living in
rural areas, even

LEFTHOMEg Dossi er

receiving money a parcels
is a means of
communication: they

accept what is essentially an
impersonal and highly mae-
rialistic form of
communication because it
somehow allows them to
feel close to those that left
them behind. The children of
lasi receive monthly gifts
from the people that have
gone abroad(49,3%), while
monthly cash deposits
continue to arrive on a
monthly basis more so in the
country (81,8%) than in the
cities (53,1%). Regular
monthly letters are still the
preferred medium of
communication in the rural
areas while, in the cities,
weekly e-mails are
becaming the norm.

on Rumani a:



3.5 The point of view of the littlest ones

The children experience
contradictory feelings about
this experience

loneliness, longing,

missing a sense of freedom
concern, enjoyment,
respongbility and
indifference.

@ knew that nothing would
ever be the same again after
my parents left, but | know
they did it for meWe keep in
touch, we speak to each other
every day by phone and we
are as close as evéefored 8

(he positive aspects are not oy rse first the teachers withdraw into themselves
enough to cancel out the note a change in the and become increasingly ds
negative ones like the pain, AEE]I AO&idald © DEU lated. In the cases where it is
the suffering and the s& gpnegance, they appear to the mother that has leftall of
ness- | | A U AAl 60O Kor ed this is even more evideat
ness) x1 Ol Atb€ta® x AgdjiGdved by an increase in (teacher).
at home alone for even a absenteeism from schoaql O4EA AEEI A AAT 11T O I
weelo 8 their group of friends because he/she misses
. ) changesand eventually they his/her mother and the fan-
Qx is difficult for a child to become involved in minor EIU EO 11 I CAO Al
live alone, but at leastno one  gelinquent activities. (education consultant)
bothers you and you learn to (The effects on the minor
be indepewento 8 children are clearly evdent: (rhis is a very sad time for
f A s A e s s Lo ybe ntQIokmorell- i As ) ATT180 AOGAT xA
Q 00 O EAOA Al O 'fﬁeve ly, they home anymore because there
respmOE Al A AAAAGO o?né’n'lore Wistdntthnd is no one to talk to and there
a childo 8 disinterested They appear to is noonethere waiting for
R s v e s A n s \rﬁ_‘é({)nger be concerned.about me to come home to eat
4 E'&_‘ AEEI A O_A_l 00O %tﬁ*e@ﬂr:eéple thikkahd Sometimes | feel depressed
explained by the specialists their school performance and then all the feargomed 8
asfollowing a very clear declinesFrom an emotional

point of view, they tend to

Drafted by the o0 Fondazione &ApAlI201®6ro della Vita ONLU
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Chapter 4
Stories of those that left and those that

stayed behind

Liteni, Rumania i -
‘1! _ = &

The school inLiteni is
sittAOAA AAT OO EAI
travel away from lasi, ice
and snow

permitting . This past

winter has been long and
bitterly cold. In the streets of
Liteni, the childrenhave
grabbed the oppatunity to
hold sliding races on the &
ready snow-covered roads
Plenty of laughs and fun at
zero cost

By midday, the littlest ones
are already heading for
home: the school operatesn
shifts to accanmodate the
various age groupsThe
children are free for the
afternoon, but often there is
no one back at home. With
parents working in town or
perhaps even futher away,
the afternoons are often too
long to fill. In the absence of

any places to play, the road the local school is the cen- the School Principajan

becomes the only tre of village life for the en- open, decisive yet sensitive

alternative. O perhaps the tire community . The mu- man who is not afraid to re-

school grounds if, like this nicipality is far away, in the veal thekind of conditions in

one, it offers appropiate larger town under whose which his

opportunities. jurisdi ction Liteni falls, so all fellow village inhabitants
the community activities are living. Therefore,

As in most other villages in take place at the local journalists from all across

the Moldovan countryside, school This is also thanks to Europe dten simply come
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here to interview him. The
children are ready for the
questions that are inevibly
askech
hand if at least one of your
parents are working

A A OT. 80B66f the

children raise their hands
O7TEAO AOA OEA
the negative aspects of your
b A O A Tegai@uée 20&he
positive aspects cited relate
to considerations well be-
yond the actual ages of the
children, who say that:(Ohey
have gone abroad because
there are no jobs for them
here8 To us they seem to be
so far away Bhen,

revealing the fact that they
are indeed still merely chl-
dren, they say:d miss her so
much8 | cry when she
phones8 If | could choose
between him and the money
he sends back 6

The teachers talk about this
plague one of them even in
flawless Italian. She has also
spent time in Italy, in Sicily
as a matter of factShe
worked very hard as a
cleaner, notwithstanding her
degree. She managed to put
quite a bit of money aside
and since then she has been
back in Rumania woking as
a teacher which was always
her dream8 A nDmber of

by the
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children would like to learn
Ol OPAAE
want to fuel their yearning-

T Al Al Ud O2 AdgahAheilddthér@ho is far

away z and their dream to
follow in the footsteps of
those who have gone before
thema

)y T AAAAR
only teach, but also try to

OEA OAAWBEAOO Al
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wide-awake and intelligent

) OAT E Adhifd. HowW@@r, fpr a ifilld & O

now her school performance
has been declining and the
child has become short
tempered, often getting
involved in fights with other
children and crying often
Her teacher has been trying
6 O
understand what is going on

AAAOAOO OE A b-AE EWwith ©child and aodsked

lems by making time for
them to talk and also by @-
ganising extracurricular ac-
tivities .

The village has no meeng
venue or opportunities for
people to gather, so
wherever possible, the
school tries to offer both
Trained and supported by
the staff, the older
youngsters organise
activities and games for the
littler ones, not only filling
those long, empty afte-
noons, but also monitwing
their wellbeing because it is
difficult to grow up alone
and, if he is forunate, the
child is looked dter by the
entire community.

The Principal staes that:
('here are many children
that are scarred by their pa
AT 006
ple, there isAdriana,who is a

& ApAll2B1®r o del | a

01 1 AAO xEOE OEA
mother, who has never
turned up. We now find out
that she let for Italy six
months ago Since then,
Dianahas heard nothing
from her. Her main concerns
the mobile phone that she
always keeps on her perspn
day and nighteven at school
in the hope of receiving a call
from her mothed Then:

Now and then Adrei and

BogdanAT 1 80 AT 1T A OI

because they have to help
their elderly grandparents to
look after the house and the
livestock What can we do
about it? The family is &-
tremely poor and they need

OEA COAT AAEEI1 AOAI

casionally the teachers go
and visit them to drop off
some homework, which the
children always do very dH
gently. Everyone is happy

5 Boriexa® O O Awhen they do eventuallya-

turn to schoold
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lasi, Rimania

Dianais very concerned an excellent reputation not order for an individual to be
when she goes in to the only within Rumania but able to work inthesesmall
office. Dianais a social ) also in the neighbouring communities isa bak-

xT OEAOAItereavE O  countries, these social ground of a volunteer
Sociald AT A EO OA Owmorkérakeitedpoorly work er with in the

for identifying and dealing qualified. The State budget is education services sector
with the home alone children limited and, therefore, the The ones thatdo have a c-
in five villagesin the coun- AT O1T OOUB8 O 31 AE Agreeoften choose not to
tryside around lasi. Young Services are often left work in the villages

but well trained, she comes entirely in the hands of the because, in return for a
into the office extremely Gocial workeD Gvbo are laughable salary, they have
concerned about one normally extremely willing to deal with difficult
particular case and unsure and dedcated individuals, problems andan elusive
how she should handle it butAT T 680 EAOA OE Bustomer base

During a visit to one of the necessary qualifications

country villages, the local (just like in Italy, in Giventhe awareness of the
council workers asked to Romaniasuch workers are difficulties involved in
consult her. expected to have a Social addressing that type of
Notwithstan ding the fact Welfare degree): the only issue, the attention has
that the lasi University has pre-requisite required in shifted towards addressing

o A
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Drafted

the issue of family units that
are torn apart by

emigration and that have to
face perhaps even more
serious problems, without
any help. The mother, a
seamstress, has already
been living in Spain for a
couple of yearsThe
decision appears to have
been taken ina serene ma-
ner, at least according to the
father, who is taking care of
their two children all on his
own.

Despite their ages, the chi
AOAT Adnd MO0l A
and that is the reason why
the intervention was
requested

The home appears to be well
looked after and the wé-
come isgenuine The father
tells us about

himself, about his
background as a rather
unsuccessful skesman,
about their marriage and
the birth of their children,
which came along just a few
years apart He calls them
over in order to

introduce them to us
Dennisand Ana, 4and 6
years of age respectively
The chidren cast a quick
glance across to thi

by the

0 Fondazione

faODEA Oh
our greeting. They draw
closer to the big man, who
hugs them lovingly, after
which they go back to the
corner of the room that is
overflowing with toys.
Repeitive and undulating
head and body movements
Their father tells us that
they are very shy, that they
AT 160
strangers and that they
spend a lot of time

together, keging each other

Page 33

AOO Al 1 & dtegtafing BémiselvesCbiut

yéi OEA 111U
does truly understand them 8

iITA OE

4EAO80 AAAAOOAN EI

intimacy of the family unit,

tual understanding and nu-
tual protection. Mister M.
has never even

considered the possibility
that more complex

1 EEA OAIl Epgdblems@duld arise Ina

Country where the concept
of disability is frightening
and confusing where

company. DianaA T A OT 6 O dhil@rEn with physical

any more questions, feeling
thefaDEA OB O
his children and, being fully
aware d the dangers of an
overly hasty diagnosis and
assessment, she postpones
such

activities to a future med-
ing, which will also include
/I AT Ah OEA

handicaps are often

T AAA Gbandor@d abikttA &dd

where European standards
still seem to be a very
distant luxury, a father
bringing up children on his
own feels lost Oanathe
psychologist, listens and e-
alises thatthe BOEA OO O

I @OT Adteleeh StronGed thed e

chologist$ AT T EO AT A AHEAGAGAT 6 O

father is happy to welcome
the Doctor and pioceeds to
explain their situation quite
openly. For their own good,
he has chosen not to send
the children to school and
rather to look after them
himself, with his wife
sending home money from
far away: O
them to have any difficulty

& ApAll20618r o

dell a Vita

begins with a guided
process of getting the man
to understand the reality
and accompanies him along
a path that keads to a dig-
nosis that could turn out to
be very frightening if badly
handled, or that could be
frightening in any event,

xT Ol AT 8 O notdnly@d Rumania
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Suceava, Bmania

-AOEABO 11 OEAO
Israel almost 3 years ago
now. She, who has been a
left behind childsince the
age of 10, has been living
with her father and her
younger brother. Her

i T OEAOGO

departure was meant to be a
temporary arrangement, so
they had said goodbye that
morning without too much

of an emotional fussA

friend working in Isr ael had

onAbuEPas HElwas, playing
with the toy truck that his
mother had given him prior
to her departure. However,
that evening he already le-
gan to look for her, ever
more insistently. His father
therefore

decided to take Ciprian over
to his grandmother. The
child refused to sleep and
cried continuously, but he
seemed to be happier when
he was with his grard-

AOEAA OEA AEEI Amdheri T OEAO OI

go over and take her place
for the summer, and so she

OEI OCEO OxEU 11

opportunity for a working
holiday?6So they had all
hidden the sadness of that
separation that should only
have lasted for a couple of

(he end of the summer

@ atleflyiedne Giénd It was
hard but we had made i |
was so happy tlat Mom
would be back home before
school began againHow-
ever, Dad then told us that

months. CiprianAE AT 8 O ANokiwould be staying in

understand what was going

Israel for a little while

longe:9 060 A COAAO
opportul EOU AT A UT O
xA6b@® OAA EA

x| OOUh
felt my heart drop into my
boots and pehaps she was
also sad because she said
OEAO OEA AEAI
speakto me on the phond
tried hard not to cry and
AOGAT $AA3O ABAO

60

Although tinged with
sadness, the days passed by
very quickly, and the
months too and school has
re-started but, according to
the teachers, for some time
now Maria has no longer
been the happy little girl
that she once was and her
father continues to become
increasingly irritable. Maria
hears the increasingly
frequent and illFconcealed

BREN AT e VR SR
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arguments between her
father and her distant
mother over the phone The
telephone calls have
become increasingly
infrequent. Their father
often goes out in the
evenings, comes back blind
drunk and collapses on the
couch.Every weekend he
takes the children through

return. He has gone off to
Bucharestto find another

time, Maria returns home,
prepares lunch for eveyone,

EiT A AT A OEAU EAfhsithe Guit, EeAdA Dl

from him since he left

The children have moved in
permanently with their
grandmother. Ciprian is
much happier there

Village life is not too bad,
you just have to adapt to the
new routines. Every mom-

ti OEAEO COAT Al Ting BtAawa, ®aria, who is

village and that is the only
place from which they are
able to speak to their
mother, who always sounds
happy.Every time they
speak she tells them thatQ
only have to stay here alone
for a little while longer, but
when | return hol A h
bringing you lots of toyé 8

4EAEO AAOEAO Ai

any longer for her to

Drafted by the
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now twelve years of age,
milks the cow and then uses
the milk to

prepare breakfast for
herself and her younger
brother. She gets him and
then herself ready and then
walks a few kilometres in
orderito take Ciprian to the
village school before

getting to ied classAMEED
her school day ends at lunch

& ApAll2B1®6r o del | a

horse and then goes and
fetches her little brother
from school. In the after-
noon she usesvhatever

time she has availabléo
study, to play a little with
Ciprian andto help her
grandmother with the
household chores She has
made herself a alendar that
shecan page, day by day, to
remind her of times passed
and to reduce the number of
remaining days until she will
once again be able rush over
and hug her nowdistant
mother.

Vita ONLU




Bacau, Rmania

Mihai likes in the city. He
has been alone since he was
10 years old, when he was
moved to Bacau in oder to
attend a better school My
mother used to say that {4

used to come and visit me
every

Swnday. She used to check my
school case and my scheo
books, then we used to go to
the park and eat icecream

I ACA OAET T 1 O AEButtedsomehhdohadded

you foruniversity and that if
| wanted to follow in my

and Mom decided to go and
be with Dad in SpainShe

AA OE A 08 OwhigaiwhsO O Odnlptold me one night, just

already inSpain at the time, |
would have to study hard at
a better schoalinitially | was
a little sad and frightened,
however, | then got used to.it

like that. She told me that she
had found a job, OET OCE
still not quite sure what kind
of work she is ding there.

She just went away and left

-U AO1T 680 EIT O0AmethéreMylaudt istihd and

bad after all. | sleep in the
same room as my cousins and
we get along quite welllt

was quite difficult but | was
happy neverthelessviom

loving and takes very god
AAOA T &£ 1 Ah A
the same as living with my
own mother. | really miss my
parents very much but | try
1106 Oi

LEFTHOMEg Dossi er
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grown up now She and Dad
send my aunt some money
from Spain so we have
everything we need here
Some of thenoney they send
back is just for me, but I try
to save that money to buy
them a present for when we
see each other agairshe
phones me every evening and
| tell her everything that
happened to me that dayshe
sends me sweets and picture
albums containingfootball
cards showing Italian soccer
players | would change
everything if | could, but all |

Ocarcdd atthe Odmentisto 1 1 O

wait6 And hope that she will
be able to return and hug
him next summer.

)61 Al
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Milan, Italy

He speaks and writes flawlessly in Itain and no one would imaine that heis not a

local. They only realise this upon seeing his shockeslrprisex EAT EA EA AobgdolGBEAO ) 81
(he very town that you come fronGabrieldthe teacher rather tactlessly exclaims in the presence

of all his classmatesHe arrived in Italy, after spending two years with his father in a village in

Moldovan Rumania, to join his mother who had prewusly left home to come and find a joldf the

truth be told, his mother says that at the timeGabriel A E AT &s® thad HeAvould be staying here

withme:® AOEADPO OEAO8O OEA OAAlddbieo 8xEU EA EO O NOEAO

(A AT AOT 60 OAU [ OAEh 11 O AAT OO .WEeOheBshidige tolsiyO AAT O
something after being asked to do so by the teachdre tends to mix fantasy and reaty. His
father lives with them, although he works very long hoursHis father is very loving and attentive
and on Sundays he takes him to the stadium to watch the local soccer team pBuyt this is acu-
ally all in his dreams

In reality, the long distarce has come between his parents, who have since segted. Gabried O
time is split: 9 months of the year he attends school in Italy and lives with his mother and 3
months of summer holidays are spent with a father that he hardly knows and with his maternal
grandmother. He has a terified look about him. | say nothing and gloss over a statement that
reveals his heritage, which he carefully conceals when he is with his schoolmates in order (o a
pear more Itdian.

Conspirationally, 1 once again help to Idcup his scret.

Drafted by the 6 Fondazione b&ApAl20616ro dell a Vita ONLU




